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WALES WELCOMES 

 THE WORLD TO 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Croeso – that’s ‘welcome’ in Welsh and we hope you’ll 
encounter lots of it during your stay here in Wales. To help 
you find your bearings here are some facts and figures about 
this year’s host nation. 

 

W 
 
WALES 
Wales is a small country of around three million people situated in the 
western part of the United Kingdom. All inhabitants speak English, but 
around 20% also speak Welsh, our indigenous language, which is one 
of the oldest living languages in Europe. It is a land of stunning coastal 
views, and mountain ranges. 
 
Most of the population is centred around the south and south-east of 
the country, in three major cities, as well as in the numerous valleys. 
Heavy industries such as coal, iron and steel played a major part in the 
development of these areas, but by today the landscape is less harsh 
and a greater variety of occupations form the basis of a vibrant 
economy.  
 
Culturally Wales has always been a melting pot, where the traditional 
elements are always re-inventing themselves, and taking their place 
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confidently alongside influences from far and wide. One thousand year 
old poetic and musical traditions such as cerdd dafod and cerdd dant 
flourish beside modern folk interpretations and exciting contemporary 
music, while choirs and opera singers stand alongside some of the 
most distinctive voices in modern music.  

 
WHY WALES? 
WOMEX offers delegates the chance to visit, engage with and discover 
the host nation’s music traditions. This sense of discovering something 
new is a key factor in their choice of host destinations. Wales bid 
successfully for this year’s event against a shortlist of 6 other leading 
European cities including Glasgow and Dublin. 
 
This is only the second time that WOMEX has come to the UK, the last 
time was in 2005 when it was hosted at Gateshead. 
 

 
WALES’ CAPITAL CITY, CARDIFF 

 Wales has a population of 3,063,500 – with 341,000 of those 
living in Cardiff. 

 Wales has six cities in total – Cardiff, Swansea, Newport, Bangor, 
St Asaph and St David’s, which is the smallest city in the United 
Kingdom.  

 The Millennium Stadium, the national stadium of Wales, has a 
capacity of 78,000 and has played host to FA Cup finals, 
international rugby and football matches, music concerts, world 
championship boxing matches and even Doctor Who scenes. 

 Cardiff is often considered the “Washington DC of Europe” 
because of the white Portland buildings in the Civic Centre. 

 The world’s first ever £1million cheque was signed at the Coal 
Exchange in Cardiff Bay, less than two minutes walk from where 
Wales Millennium Centre stands today. 

 Cardiff became a city in 1905 – and was named capital city of 
Wales 50 years later, in 1955. 

 The bi-annual Artes Mundi Prize – the UK’s largest cash art prize 
– is based at Cardiff’s National Museum. 

 
 

WELCOMING THE WORLD 
 
In 2012 - 3.8m UK staying visitors to Wales participated in a cultural 
activity while on a trip to Wales or nearly 40% of UK staying visitors 
undertook a cultural activity in Wales 
 
652,000 Visitors came to Wales in 2012 with the main purpose of 
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undertaking a cultural activity, spending £177m 
 

 
WALES MILLENNIUM CENTRE 
 ‘In these stones horizons sing’ are the words that adorn the front of 
the Wales’ Millennium Centre. They will become more relevant over the 
next few days than they have ever been. Cardiff Bay will resound to 
music from all four corners of the world, as Wales broadens its musical 
horizons to welcome WOMEX 13. It is the venue for WOMEX night-time 
activities, from Wednesday night’s opening concert to the WOMEX 
International Showcase Festival nights on 24, 25 and 26 October and 
the WOMEX awards on Sunday. 
 
The centre was opened in November 2004 and has achieved 
extraordinary success in a relatively short time, gaining a reputation as 
an outstanding performing arts venue – locally, nationally and 
internationally. The centre is established as an iconic European 
landmark – a cultural destination welcoming over 11 million visitors to 
date.  

 

WHERE NEXT? 
Santiago de Compostela, Galicia, Spain, 22 - 26 October 2014 

 
O 
 
ORGANISATION 
As with every WOMEX event, the WOMEX team based in Berlin work 
with an organisation in the host city to put on the event. For Cardiff 
this has been Cerdd Cymru: Music Wales. It is a partnership formed to 
develop the international horizons of musicians in Wales. It aims to 
generate international opportunities for creative collaborations, 
performances and export that benefit Wales economically and 
culturally. 
 
It is a partnership between Wales Arts International (www.wai.org.uk) - 
the international arm of the Arts Council of Wales 
(www.artswales.org.uk) and Welsh Music Foundation 
(www.welshmusicfoundation.com).  
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Wales Arts International brings international connections and know-
how to the partnership, providing focus on developing artists through 
international creative collaborations. Through its partnership with the 
British Council and close collaboration with Welsh Government’s 
strategy of international reach it creates opportunities to showcase 
Welsh music and musicians and to form collaborative projects through 
trade missions and international partnerships.  
 
Welsh Music Foundation brings a focus on industry training, mentoring 
and commercial development to the partnership, ensuring that as well 
as development of creative content, there is, through Cerdd Cymru: 
Music Wales’s work, adequate support to stimulate direct commercial 
benefit to the music industry in Wales. 
 
Cardiff Council, Motorpoint Arena and Wales Millennium Centre are 
Directors of Cerdd Cymru: Music Wales for the duration of Womex 13. 
The partnership it is supported by the British Council and Welsh 
Government.  

 
OPENING CONCERT 
On Wednesday night, Cerys Matthews was joined by leading musicians 
from across Wales for a spectacular, illustrated journey through 
30,000 years of Wales’ story, music and culture, celebrating deep 
traditions forged in myth and melody further back than we can 
possibly remember. 
 
The concert featured some of the leading exponents of Wales’ music 
traditions including: Cass Meurig, Gwenan Gibbard, D n A , Georgia 
Ruth, Patrick Rimes , Siân James , Robin Huw Bowen, Wales-India 
collaboration between Gwyneth Glyn and Tauseef Akhtar, ‘Ghazalaw’,  
Twm Morys and more. For full details of the concert and line up of 
artists visit www.cerddcymru.com/land-of-song.  
 
Audiovisual downloads of 7 minutes of highlights from the opening 
concert and an audio download are available. Please contact the 
WOMEX media desk for download site details and passcodes.  

 
 
ORIGINAL IDEAS 
The creative industries in Wales have long been at the forefront of 
innovation in terms of technology, broadcasting and social media, in 
particular their application in a bilingual context. It is appropriate 
therefore, for Wales to establish some new traditions during WOMEX. 
With the support of S4C, WOMEX’s first app has been created. Focused 

http://www.cerddcymru.com/land-of-song
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on the Horizons stage, it will be a tool to help users navigate WOMEX 
in Cardiff.  
 
WOMEX 13, Cardiff also broke new ground by making the opening 
concert accessible to the public and by broadcasting it on television 
for the first time. The concert will be shown in its entirety on S4C on 
Thursday eve 24 October. 
 

 
 
M  
 
MORE FOR THE PUBLIC THAN EVER BEFORE 
For the first time ever, tickets for the WOMEX opening concert have 
been made available to the public. In all, over 600 public tickets have 
gone on sale. Likewise the public are encouraged to come to the 
WOMEX international Showcase Festival nights in Cardiff Bay on 24, 25 
and 26 October to enjoy some of the very best world music on the 
planet! 

 
MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP FOR 
MUSIC OF UK AND IRELAND: HORIZONS 
Horizons is a new partnership between the music organisations of 
England, Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales to jointly 
develop, promote and market the music of the UK and Ireland. The 
Horizons partnership will host the local showcase stage at this year’s 
WOMEX in Cardiff. It will showcase some of the best world music talent 
from across the British Isles and Ireland including from Wales Catrin 
Finch and Seckou Keita, Georgia Ruth and 9Bach along with two 
performances by each of the other UK and Ireland regions. These 
include sets by Fiona Hunter, Kan, We Banjo 3 and Family Atlantica to 
name but a few. 
 
Horizons members are Arts Council England, Arts Council Northern 
Ireland, Arts Council Ireland, Culture Ireland, Cerdd Cymru : Music 
Wales, Creative Scotland and Scottish Music Industry Association. The 
partnership is supported by British Council. 
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For further information about Horizons, our new partnership with 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Ireland and England, visit 
www.horizonsatwomex.com 

 
MUSIC OF WALES – THE LAND OF SONG 
"As it always has been, and will be well into the future, Welsh 
traditional music is one of the most vibrant of the many threads 
running through the life and culture of Wales".   
Phyllis Kinney, Welsh Traditional Music, 2012 
 
Wales’ music has deep roots and green shoots. It is an expression of 
the land and the people’s relationship with it. The rugged, lilting patter 
of the Welsh language gave birth to early rhythms and musical forms. 
It is one of the oldest living languages in Europe, and provides us with 
an unbroken cultural DNA which stretches as far back as the Iron Age, 
over 2,500 years ago, and some would argue earler. Our music 
traditions hold within them a chronicle of our ancestors’ beliefs and 
superstitions while still remaining central to living traditions and 
everyday life; after all, it communicates the timeless, it is the music of 
poetry and landscape, story and industry, of love, loss and hiraeth 
(longing). 
 
Written sources as early as the 6th Century reference the existence of 
a vibrant music and poetic tradition here, and many of the instruments 
mentioned in our early laws and poetry: the harp, the crwth and pipes 
in particular, continue to be core to Wales’s folk sound today.  
 
Many of the ancient forms have survived down the centuries thanks to 
enlightened individuals and institutions such as the Eisteddfod, Folk 
Song and Folk Music Societies. Cerdd Dant is a music tradition unique 
to Wales, and hails from the Dark Age halls of Kings and Princes, when 
our bards would declaim praise poetry to their patron or raise the 
spirits of our warriors before battle, by singing tight metered poetry 
called Cynghanedd to one melody, while accompanying themselves on 
the harp with an entirely different tune.  
 
The medieval chronicler, Gerald of Wales noted “When they come 
together to make music, the Welsh sing their traditional songs, not in 
unison, as is done elsewhere, but in parts, in many modes and 
modulations. When a choir gathers to sing which happens often in this 
country, you will hear as many different parts and voices as there are 
performers, all joining together in the end to produce a single organic 
harmony and melody.” The Cymry (our name for the people of Wales) 
fell under the enchantment of harmony much earlier than our Saxon 
and Norman neighbours, and it’s been a fundamental part of our music 
tradition ever since, whether in folk melodies, the singing of ballads or 
latterly as part of the 19th Century Methodist Revival inspired choral 

http://www.horizonsatwomex.com/
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tradition. This fuelled the ‘Cymanfa Ganu’ tradition, essentially 
congregational hymn singing festivals that would regularly fill chapels 
to their rafters. 
 
Wales is known as ‘The Land of Song’ because of our choral tradition, 
which has gained recognition and fans across the globe, and inspired 
‘Cymanfa Ganu Festivals’ as far away as North America and Hong 
Kong! This choral tradition is a development of our ancient singing 
traditions - that love of singing in harmony - adapted to suit the 
zeitgeist of the increasingly industrialised community and landscape of 
the 19th and 20th Centuries.  Today, it is live and well with numerous 
choral competitions and festivals a regular part of Wales’ cultural 
calendar. It is a fundamental part of our popular culture; hymns and 
airs being sung with gusto out in stadia across the nation as fans 
watch our national game, rugby. 
 
The 1960s and 1970s saw a surge in Welsh language activism which 
spearheaded a re-engagement with our folk music and traditions, 
fuelled in part by a surge in the popularity of Celtic music. These days, 
an increasing number of our young musicians are turning to the folk 
tradition for inspiration. It is perhaps among this generation of 
musicians - more than any other - that we find the confidence and 
drive for creative experimentation with our traditional material; to 
reverence it, but to keep it alive by shaking it up, applying new 
instrumentation, rhythm and beat.   
 
Embracing music traditions has been happening on these shores since 
at least the Iron Age, when the Celts arrived. The Romans, Saxons and 
Romany people have all shaped our traditions. In recent times, the 
musical cultures present in Wales, due to the mass influx of migrants 
who came to work in our heavy industries and industrial ports during 
the 19th and 20th centuries,’ have influenced and infused the native 
tradition with their timbres, forms and instruments. Today our 
traditions weave with rhythms and timbres of Somalia, Yemen and 
other nationalities that have made their home around the industrial 
ports of Wales. That, coupled with greater artist mobility has catalized 
work from Welsh musicians based on the native folk tradition but 
infused with influences from far beyond our shores. 
 
Cardiff Bay was once one of the world’s most important ports, 
exporting the coal that kept the industrial factories, railways and 
military engines of the world turning. Today it is the epicentre of 
Wales’ music scene, where music cultures of the world fuse with 
ancient music traditions. It is the perfect place for the world to gather 
to trade tunes, share music showcases, develop friendships and drive 
forward the music industry of the world at WOMEX 13. 

 

MUSIC INDUSTRY: FACTS & FIGURES 
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 More than 4,000 registered as working in the Welsh music 
industry bring an estimated £178,416,000* GVA to the 
economy each year.  

 Between 2006-2011, 35% of the 50 biggest selling classical 
albums sold in the UK were produced by Welsh recording artists. 

 The Welsh National Anthem, ‘Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau’ (‘Land of our 
Fathers’), was written by father and son Evan and James James 
in 1856. The earliest written copy remains as part of the 
collection at the National Library of Wales. Interestingly, a 
translation of these words to Bretton, set to the same melody 
forms Brittany’s National anthem, and likewise Cornwall have 
adapted the air and the words to suit their needs. 

 Spillers Records in Cardiff is thought to be the oldest record 
store in the world – having been in business since 1894. 

 Cardiff has just played host to the seventh ‘Sŵn Festival’ – an 
annual popular music festival which sees over 5000 festival-
goers attending gigs over four days in 20 different venues 
across the city. One of the centerpieces of the festival is the 
Welsh Music Prize, this year won by Georgia Ruth who will be 
performing in both the WOMEX opening concert, Land of Song 
and on the Horizons stage at WOMEX nights on Thursday night. 

 
MOTORPOINT ARENA 
This is where the 2,500 or so WOMEX delegates meet to do business, 
network, watch film screenings, enjoy conference sessions and 
workshops. It also hosts the trade fair of over 270 stands and be a 
base for over 700 exhibiting international companies. 
 
The Motorpoint Arena is located in the heart of the city and provides a 
focus for business and entertainment in Wales. Formerly known as the 
Cardiff International Arena (CIA), the multi-purpose venue has become 
first choice for many concert goers and event organizers and their 
customers. Hosting a variety of events from world-class concerts and 
entertainment to conferences, sporting events, exhibitions and trade 
shows, it attracts in excess of 500,000 patrons each year. 
 

 

E  
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF WALES’ MUSIC 
INDUSTRY 
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One of the key reasons for attracting WOMEX to Wales was to catalyze 
the development of our music industry here in Wales, and in particular 
to internationalize it and stimulate further economic impact from one 
of our cultural assets.  
 
Among Cerdd Cymru: Music Wales’ aims was an acceleration of the 
export ready music sector of Wales and promotion of the nation’s 
music and musicians both within the UK and internationally. At the 
same time, bringing such a large international event to Wales – this is 
the largest cultural event the nation has hosted – is set to significantly 
raise the profile of Wales’ culturally, musically and in tourism terms 
across the globe. 
 
To support these aims, Cerdd Cymru : Music Wales put in place a 
Development and Legacy programme in partnership with Wales’ leading 
music organisations. The programme also included a Music Managers 
development programme led by Welsh Music Foundation that has been 
developing the skills and professional know how of some 60 emerging 
managers and industry professionals in Wales.  
 
Welsh Music Foundation has also been leading on Dolen Cerdd Cymru: 
Music Wales Connect, a programme that brought 18 WOMEX delegates 
committed to developing long-term work with Wales’ artists, to Cardiff 
a few days before WOMEX. Starting on the final day of Sŵn Festival 
(Sun 20th October), the curated visit included networking 
opportunities, special visits and activities and specially arranged 
showcases of Wales music artists, all with the aim of stimulating music 
business between Wales and the world. 
 
The legacy programme has also focused on artist development. This 
was led by TRAC and worked intensively with eight selected artists / 
groups, introducing them to international experts and mentors to help 
them prepare for international working. 
 
Another legacy initiative focuses on developing a greater audience for 
world Music in Wales to help sustain the industry here at home. Mwldan 
and Creu Cymru have together organized a tour to showcase four 
international artists from the WOMEX international showcases and four 
Wales based artists, that will travel to 16 venues across Wales in the 
week following WOMEX, thus giving new audiences a taste of the very 
best world music has to offer and ensuring that the whole of Wales 
gets to enjoy the benefits and music of WOMEX 13.  
 
All the above developments have been made possible by the Arts 
Council of Wales strategic development of support to music across the 
genres and in particular the opening up of its Music Industry 
Development Funding in the last two years. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT FOR WALES 
The economic impact to the Welsh economy from WOMEX is estimated 
to be £3million. This will be generated through the work of local 
production of the event and the involvement of local companies. 
It also accounts for spend by some 2,500 WOMEX delegates from 98 
countries staying 4 -5 nights each, and 450 artists and crew staying 
2-3 nights each. Add to that the media coverage for Wales and its 
music through the reporting of over 300 national and international 
journalists, including over 130 radio broadcasters and the picture soon 
becomes clear. WOMEX is great news for Wales. 

 
X 
 
XENOMANIA  
An extreme passion for foreign things, customs, or people. What those 
who come along to WOMEX and enjoy the sights and sounds of the 
world making music in Cardiff Bay will surely be afflicted with for the 
rest of their lives! 
 

-ENDS- 
 
For further information, please contact the Cerdd Cymru: Music Wales 
communications team: 
 
Angharad Wynne 
07786256722 / Angharad@angharadwynne.com 
 
Sian James 
07812801365 / Sian.James@artscouncliofwales.org.uk 
 
Owain Gruffudd 
 
07798890118 / owain_gruff@hotmail.co.uk  
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